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Upcoming Events
Tallulah Gorge outing 4/12 – 4/14
Camp Cards due 4/15
New Parent (and Scout!) Orientation 4/15
Troop Court of Honor 4/29
Link to Additional Events

All newsletters, pictures and up-to-date information are at www.troop629.org.
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PLEASE EMAIL: Susan Campbell, Troop 629 Communications Chair at susans25@aol.com.
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Scoutmaster Minute
by Jason Sutton
Welcome to all our new scouts and their families! As you begin the trail
to Eagle, an individual accomplishment with many troop resources to
use along the way, remember it is only one gauge of being a
successful boy scout. While some may not make the final recognition,
it is more important that the ideals and purpose of the program are
instilled in each Scout’s daily life, thus contributing to the development
of great future citizens we are all proud to be associated with. Use all
of the troop resources available for you to become the best you can be
in everything you do - not just in scouting. Our new parent (and scout!)
orientation during the April 15th troop meeting is a great place to start
the trail with all the best resources possible to help plan out that path –
so mark your calendars and we’ll see you that night.
A quick update on National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT): BSA has changed the age back to 13
years old, so those who will be 13 by the summer (or fall/winter) and who have achieved First Class
should consider attending the week-long leadership development course. This course will help
prepare you for one of the key leadership positions in the troop. See your PL, SPL, or SM for questions.
Interested in High Adventure 2020? We have a Philmont and a Bahamas Sea Base slot. A $100
deposit and signed permission slip is required to reserve your spot.

Scout Handshake
SCOUT – TENDERFOOT – SECOND CLASS – FIRST CLASS – STAR – LIFE – EAGLE

Grayson Ward - First Class
Krishiv Patel - Second Class
Colin Benton - Tenderfoot

Congratulations on achieving your next rank!
** Next Board of Review is April 22!**

News You Can Use
There will be no Troop meeting on Monday, April 1.
New scout parents, please note the information night and the
Court of Honor. They both involve you!
Don't forget that camp cards are due 4/15.
It's time to make appointments for annual physicals if you have not
already done so. The health forms required for summer camp are
due in early May. See newsletter item for more details and a link to
the form.
Don't forget to sign up for Merit Badge help night so we can make
sure we have enough adults to help everybody. Sign up here.
Sign up for the newsletter here.

Tallulah Gorge Campout
Join us for two nights of camping at Tallulah Gorge
State Park! On Saturday, April 14 we will visit one of
the most spectacular canyons in the eastern U.S.,
Tallulah Gorge. We will hike part of the South Rim
Trail and the Hurricane Falls Staircase to the
Suspension Bridge! We will also visit the Interpretive
Center to learn more about the rugged terrain and
fragile ecosystem of the area. A film at the
Interpretive Center will take us on a dramatic journey
through the gorge, including footage of rock
climbers and kayakers.
For more information, including departure and return times, packing list, and permission slip, see the
flyer here.

Renaissance Festival
Spend a day at the Festival and then sleep over at a local camp site!
Step inside the gates of Newcastle and find yourself transported back to
16th-century England! The 32-acre village is filled with endless
entertainment, food galore, and shoppes. Costumed characters, carnival
games, and human-powered rides for kids of all ages. Giant roasted turkey
legs, fish and chips, and more - a feast fit for Royalty! It's a full day of fun,

food and entertainment.
For more details, including times, equipment list, and permission slip,
please see the flyer here.

New Scout Parents!
On Monday, Apr 15, 2019, all new parents are invited
to attend the entire Troop Meeting, 7:15pm - 8:45pm,
for an orientation.The troop will provide some
important information on Boy Scouts and Troop 629.
We need at least one parent from each new scout's
family to attend. There will be a lot of information
covered that will help parents navigate the scouting
program with their son at the troop level.
Please be sure to sign up for the newsletter at the
troop website.

Court of Honor Coming Up
We have our Troop Court of Honor on Monday, April 29th at
7:15pm. All parents are asked to attend especially if your son has
advanced since our last Court of Honor in January. Both the scout
and his parents will be recognized during the
ceremony. Refreshments will be served following the Court of
Honor.

Important Information about Health Forms
As we are gearing up for Summer Camp, we will be collecting
and updating health forms for both our Scouts and Registered
Adults. Forms for all of those attending Summer Camp
(scouts and adults) are DUE MAY 6TH!!!.
A few important pieces of information to keep in mind when
you update your forms:
1. It is against BSA policy to accept or store heath information
via electronic means. You must bring in a hard COPY of your
health form and copy of medical insurance card for us to file.
2. There are times when part C of the health form is needed outside of Troop activities, BE
SURE to keep a copy of the form with the Doctor signature, DO NOT hand in your only copy. We
store the forms in a secure locked area, and cannot always get them quickly with only a few
days’ notice and make a copy. PLEASE help us to make this big job MUCH easier by keeping a
copy of your forms at home, both for outside events or in case we need to replace a misfiled
copy.
3. Before sending in forms please look them over and make sure all parts of the form have the
appropriate signatures and are dated where indicated. Every year we have to track down
dozens of parents for unsigned or undated forms.
4. If your personal physician is not an option to complete the part C of the health form, check
around for nearby places such as Walgreens, Well Street, or other family practices doing
specials for inexpensive “sports physicals”.
The health form and information can be found via this link
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/healthandsafety/ahmr.aspx . Please choose the “Are You
Going to Camp?” download link that includes part A, B, and C. If you have any questions about
Health Forms you can email Tiffany Benton at tdybenton@gmail.com .

There is still time to donate to Friends of
Scouting
First, thanks to the many of you that have already donated to
this year’s campaign. The generosity of Troop 629’s
families is truly inspiring!
The cost of supporting each scout in the Atlanta Area
Council is approximately $300 per year, much more than
the annual dues charged by the troop. Much of the
difference is covered by the yearly Friends of Scouting
campaign. Hopefully, you received information about this in
the mail and/or heard me speak about this at the January
Court of Honor.
Participation is completely voluntary, but if you’d like to contribute, please bring your pledge card to the
next Monday meeting and give it to me or Mary Beth Bierbaum.
If you’d like additional information or need a pledge card, feel free to reach out to me
(cliff.brown@tectrac.com) or Mary Beth.
Cliff Brown

Troop Committee Chairs
Reminder to our Troop Committee members that our Sunday, April 14th Troop
Committee meeting will be held at 6pm this month and not our regular time of 5pm.

Future Events:
4/12-14 Tallulah Gorge Campout
5/4 Renaissance Festival
5/27-6/2 Sea Base High Adventure Trip
6/16-22 SUMMER CAMP
6/28-7/11 2019 Philmont High Adventure Trip

For All Adult Volunteers
Interested in Helping?
Please see Troop Committee Chair Mary Beth Bierbaum at our weekly meeting or contact her via email
at MaryBeth@bierbaum.com see where you might be able to pitch in!

Volunteers
We have several volunteers “aging out” with their Scouts or transitioning roles and need help with
various positions. If you would like to get involved, we will find just the right place for you! Descriptions
are online. Please contact Mary Beth Bierbaum at MaryBeth@bierbaum.com.

Advancement
By now, everyone should be working from the updated handbook. Please see Mrs. Narayanan if you do
not have one or if you have any questions about how this affects you and your rank.

RSVP for Activities
We ask that you please submit your RSVP form for Troop activities 2 Mondays prior to the event. That
gives us about 10 days to finalize the details with a solid number of participants. We would like to give
everyone as much notice as possible when planning and arranging for adult volunteers, drivers, and

paying deposits.

High Adventure
Did you know that we start planning these over a year in advance? That’s what it takes to secure a spot
for our Troop to participate in Sea Base, Northern Tier, Philmont, Summit or the new Cavalcade. Adults
are needed for High Adventure too, and special training is required and well worth the fun!

Life to Eagle
Check the Troop web site to see where you are in the process. Mrs. Narayanan has updated
everyone’s records. Please be sure to follow the directions for the Eagle advancement process; it will
help you be sure to get everything done on time.

Den Chiefs
Looking for a leadership position? A great way to serve and have some fun in the
process is to be a Den Chief for a local Cub Scout Den. See Mr. Calvert, or email him
at stouf29@yahoo.com.

Merit Badge Counselors
Please remember to update your YPT training. We want to be sure we observe all
Youth Protection rules at all times with all of our Adult Leaders and Scouts. See Mr.
Sutton with any questions.

The Merit Badge Process
Please remember our policy: Troop meetings are for group and team
development and NOT generally for Merit Badge time. There is to be NO
merit badge work during patrol meeting time, instructional time and
competition. The only exception on Mondays is that a Scout can opt to work
on Merit Badges during game time.
Scouts occasionally come forward to work on a merit badge without reading
the whole MB book from cover to cover. This is not negotiable and it doesn’t
matter where the MB was started or with whom. To complete the summer
camp merit badges or any other please follow these simple rules:
1: Read the book from cover to cover.
2: Bring any completed paperwork to a meeting or merit badge help night
and coordinate an approved counselor from the scoutmaster.
3: Sit down with the counselor and explain, show or complete the
requirements as detailed.
4: It’s not a memory test - it is about comprehension and covering the
material as stated.

Merit Badge Help Night April 9
Keep Up to Date!
The Troop calendar has all events posted for the rest of the year. Take a look ahead to see which
adventures you don’t want to miss! There’s something out there for everyone!
Click here or on the calendar image to see!

Follow Us on Facebook!



